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What is Sustainability?
Sustainable development is about meeting the needs of people today without compromising those of
future generations. Sustainability is the ability of things to continue to exist. It applies to natural and
human features. We use the earth's resources to meet our needs, but we also want to leave enough natural
resources and beauty for future generations to live healthy and happy lives. What we do matters. You
impact the environment—the environment impacts you.

What is this Sustainability Plan?
This sustainability plan is your agenda for action. It lists Earl of March students’ ideas on important issues in Ottawa and Kanata, and suggests actions or
projects that could address them. As you read the plan, you may get new ideas on what you can do to address sustainability. Feel free to put your own ideas
into action. On the last page, the plan asks you to write an issue and the action you would like to take to address it.
The table of Priority Issues and Actions/Projects for sustainability list three kinds of projects the students have suggested, distinguished by different colours
and print styles:
a) Individual & family projects
b) School projects
c) Community/large scale projects
The last page helps you to decide your personal priorities for sustainability and to make a commitment for action. It then becomes 
your personal
sustainability plan.

Biosphere EcoCity
The Biosphere EcoCity (BEC) is an urbancentred region where people and organizations make their city more sustainable through understanding,
initiative, cooperation and sharing of information. Biosphere means “sphere of life” and is the Earth’s outer shell of land, water and atmosphere that supports
all life. The term EcoCity refers to an international movement for sustainable cities.

